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Introducing BeyondPress

 

The BeyondPress XTension provides a streamlined method for converting the contents of

QuarkXPress documents to HTML files. The XTension works by displaying the contents of a

document as a list of icons in a palette. By manipulating the elements in the list, you specify

precisely what is exported and how it should look on the Web page. 

BeyondPress lets you rearrange contents, add custom HTML items, create links, and apply styles

to text and images — all without affecting the QuarkXPress document. If you edit text or images in

the document, the changes are reflected the next time you export the article. 

You can customize the export of each article using BeyondPress Preferences. You can set up default

formatting for images, lists, and tables; add new HTML styles and map style sheets to them; create

new HTML elements; and format articles with headers, footers, background images and more.

Getting Started

Installing the Evaluation Version of BeyondPress
Drag the BeyondPress™ 2.0 Eval file into the XTension folder inside your QuarkXPress folder, then launch QuarkXPress. 

Note: The Evaluation Version adds the word Demo to exported images and swaps characters in the exported text at random

intervals. BeyondPress Eval will expire 30 days from the first use on any machine.

Specifying an HTML browser
BeyondPress previews elements and articles in the browser you prefer. To select a browser:

1 Open the BeyondPress Preferences dialog box (Edit: Preferences: BeyondPress), then click the Application icon in the

scroll list at left. 

2 Click the HTML Browser button to display a directory dialog box. Locate your preferred browser and click Open. 

3 Click OK to close Application Preferences.

Note: For best results, use a browser that supports HTML 2.0, such as Netscape Navigator™ 2.0 or Microsoft Internet

Explorer.  In version 3.0 of America Online, the browser has been embedded within the main application making it impossi-

ble to specify the AOL Browser as the browser of choice in the BeyondPress 2.0 Preferences.  AOL does have Netscape

Navigator available for download (Keyword:Netscape).  Download and set it as the browser of choice.  You do not need to

be logged onto AOL to use Netscape as your preferred browser with BeyondPress 2.0.
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Experimenting with BeyondPress

To try out the evaluation version of BeyondPress, use the Sample Document template. This document has been pre-tagged

for you using BeyondPress. You will first preview this document to see how BeyondPress can generate a complete web

page from a QuarkXPress document. Then you will remove all of the document tags and recreate them to learn how to use

BeyondPress. If you want to experiment with any of your own documents, be sure to make copies of them.

1 Open the Sample Document template. 

2 If the Document Content palette is not visible, press C to display it (View menu).

3 Look through the QuarkXPress document to see what’s on the pages.

4 Click Preview (the eyeglasses icon in the top row). BeyondPress launches your preferred browser (if it’s not already

running) and uses it to display your Web page. This is the finished Web page you will create in the following exercises.

Scroll through the preview to see how it looks, then close the preview in the browser and return to QuarkXPress.

5 To remove the existing tags from this document, click on the Global Gifts article folder in the Palette. Click the

Delete button to remove this article and all of its contents.

Choosing Items for Export

BeyondPress lets you either choose individual items for export or create a list of the entire contents of a document, then

decide what to export. If a document contains extraneous text and images, it’s better to choose the items manually. 

1 Select the QuarkXPress Item tool . 

2 Multiple-select the items on the first page of the QuarkXPress document in the order they will be exported (press the

Shift key to add items to a selection). Select items in the following order:

• The headline at the top of the page (Global Gifts)

• The byline in the lower left corner (Story By Michael Hodges …)

• The globe image on the right side of the page

• The text box containing the main story (We’ve all been told that it is better to give than receive …).

3 Click Add Items on the Document Content palette (the third icon from the left in the top row). 

The Text Chains and Images are placed in an Article folder . The contents of an Article are exported as one Web

page. If your document contains several stories, you can divide the Content List into separate articles.

5 To name the Article to be exported, click on the words “Untitled Article” in the Content List and change them to “Global

Gifts.” (This is similar to changing the name of a file in the Mac OS Finder.)

6 Select the Global Gifts Article in the Content List and click Preview .

7 Save your copy of the Sample Document template on your hard drive. 

Note: To list the entire contents of a document, you can click List Document on the Document Content palette. List

Document lists all document items according to their placement on the page, from left to right and top to bottom. Anchored

boxes are listed under their parent text chain. According to the default Application Preferences, empty boxes and unaltered

master page items (such as page numbers) are not added to the Content List.

SAVE
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Adding and Rearranging Elements

After creating the initial contents of the article, you can add HTML items, add more items from the document, and anchor

items so they flow with text. 

1 To place an HTML horizontal rule after the headline, drag the Rule icon

 

(from the second row of icons in the

Document Content palette) after the “Global Gifts” Text Chain. 

2 Go to the third page of the QuarkXPress document (page 35) and select the “What You Can Expect to Pay” table. Click

Add Items on the Document Content palette. 

3 To place the table after the story as it appears in the QuarkXPress document, drag the “What You Can Expect to Pay”

Text Chain icon to the end of the Content List.

4 To add space between the story and the table, drag a Paragraph icon before the “What You Can Expect to Pay” Text

Chain. 

Note: To delete items from the Content List, you can select them and click the Delete button on the Document Content

palette (the last button on the right in the top row) or hit Delete on the keyboard. Press the Shift key to multiple-select items

for deletion. 

SAVE

Anchoring Elements

To make sure that images appear with related text, you can anchor images to text without affecting the QuarkXPress docu-

ment. You can anchor images that are in the Content List by dragging them on top of text chains. Or, you can use a key-

board command to add the image and anchor it in one step. 

1 Go to pages 34–35 of the QuarkXPress document. The four product images need to be added to the Content List and

anchored to their associated text.  

2 Click on the jewelry image in the document and press F14. The Anchor Item in Text Chain window is displayed. Click

the text insertion point at the end of the “Native American Art” subhead in the QuarkXPress document and click OK in

the window. 

3 Use the same steps to anchor the remaining product images to the end of their related subheads: Fish Eggs to “European

Foodstuffs,” Chinese Bowls to “Japanese Imports,” and Napkin and Mask to “Southwestern Arts.” 

4 Select the Global Gifts Article in the Content List and click Preview . Scroll through the preview to see the addi-

tions, then close the preview in the browser and return to QuarkXPress.

Note: You can also anchor text boxes to text. 

SAVE
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Mapping Style Sheets

Even without style sheet mapping, BeyondPress retains much of your text formatting, including paragraph alignments, and

bold, italic, superscript, and subscript type styles. However, to maintain the hierarchy of headlines, subheads, and body text,

you can map your QuarkXPress style sheets to HTML styles. 

1 Open the BeyondPress Preferences dialog box by clicking the Preferences icon on the Document Content palette (the

second icon from the right in the top row). Click on the Mapping icon in the scroll list at left.

2 Use the pop-up menus on the right to map the QuarkXPress style sheets to HTML styles as follows:

 

Style Sheet Map To

1. Headline Headline 1

2. Intro Text Italic

3. Body Text Default

4. Subhead Headline 2

5. Sub-Subhead Headline 3

Normal Default 

3 Click OK to close Mapping Preferences. 

4 Select the Global Gifts Article in the Content List and click Preview . Scroll through the preview to see the affect

of the style sheet mapping, then close the preview in the browser and return to QuarkXPress.

Note: If you don’t use style sheets in your document, you can use Font Size mapping in BeyondPress Preferences to map

specific font sizes to HTML styles. 

SAVE

Exporting Text as a Table

To maintain the look of tabular data, you can export text as a table. Table formatting options include the ability to add a

border, control the spacing inside and between table cells, and specify the alignment of the table with surrounding text. 

1 Select the “What You Can Expect” Text Chain at the bottom of the Content List. 

2 In the HTML column next to the Text Chain is the word “Default”; click on it to access the HTML pop-up menu and

choose As Table.

3 In the Table Settings dialog box, check Border Width and enter 1 in the field. In the Table Width area, click Percent and

enter 75. Click OK. 

4 Select the “What You Can Expect” Table in the Content List and click Preview . Resize the window in the browser;

notice that the table resizes so it is always 75% of the width of the browser window. 

5 Close the preview in the browser and return to QuarkXPress.

Note: Other options in the HTML pop-up menu let you export text as an image (to maintain the typography) or as a list (to

maintain the look of numbered or bulleted text).

SAVE
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Converting Text to an Image

To retain the look of the “Global Gifts” headline, you can convert it to an anti-aliased image. To anti-alias the text in the

image — and the text and lines in all images — you can enable Anti-Aliasing in Image Preferences.

1 Select the Global Gifts Text Chain and choose As Image from the pop-up menu in the HTML column. 

2 According to the Image Preferences saved with this document, all the images in the Content List are automatically

reduced by 50%. Specify a larger scale for this image by typing “100%” into the Horizontal or Vertical field. (You only

need to specify the scale in one dimension if “Uniform Scale” is checked.)

3 Specify alternative text for this image by typing “Global Gifts” in the Alt field. Alternative text is displayed when a

user’s browser is configured to not display images.

4 Click OK to close Image Settings.

5 Open Image Preferences (click Preferences on the Document Content palette, then click Image in the scroll list at left).

6 Choose Low from the Anti-Alias pop-up menu (in the lower left). Higher degrees of anti-aliasing improve image quality,

but consume more RAM and create larger image files. 

7 Click OK to close Image Preferences.

SAVE

Formatting Images

The BeyondPress Image settings dialog box provides a variety of controls over images, including the ability to change the

alignment, cropping, scale, and transparency of images. To improve the look of this Web page, change the alignment of the

globe with the surrounding text and reduce the scale of the globe.

1 Double-click the first image named No Disk File in the palette, to verify that it is the Globe image. Click on the “No

Disk File” name and change it to “Globe”.

2 Click the Modify button in the HTML column next to the Globe image. 

3 In the Image Settings dialog box, choose Right from the Alignment pop-up menu.

4 Because the Globe image is very large, specify a smaller scale by typing “30%” into the Horizontal or Vertical field.

5 Click OK to close the Image Settings dialog box.

6 Select the Global Gifts Article in the Content List and click Preview . Scroll through the preview to see the

improvements, then close the preview in the browser and return to QuarkXPress.

7 To experiment with image controls, modify the four product images. Change their alignment to Right or Left, to match

the QuarkXPress document. Use the Pointer tool to crop out unnecessary parts of the images. And specify a text outset

value in the HSpace and VSpace fields.

Note: You can only change the transparency of GIF files. If a picture box in QuarkXPress has a background of None, the

background of the exported picture is automatically transparent.  

SAVE
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Specifying Colors for the Background and Text

You can add a background color and/or image tile to an article through Article Preferences. BeyondPress also lets you over-

ride the default text colors specified in the reader’s browser. The color of black text is controlled by the Text Color options

in Article Preferences, while the color of non black text is retained during export by the Convert Text Color check box in

Export Preferences.

1 Open Article Preferences (click Preferences on the Document Content palette, then click Article in the scroll list at

left).

2 To specify a background color, check Solid Color then click the color button. Using the color picker you prefer, create a

relatively light color such as yellow. Click OK. 

3 To specify a color for black text, check Text Color then click the color button. Using the color picker you prefer, create a

relatively dark color such as purple. Click OK. 

4 Click the Export icon to switch to Export Preferences. 

5 Locate the Convert Text Color check box in the upper right corner of the dialog box. By default, Convert Text Color is

checked — so the color of all non black text in the document will be retained. 

6 Click OK to close BeyondPress Preferences. 

Note: You can also add a background tile to your web page. Just copy an image to the clipboard, open Article Preferences

and press V to paste the image.

SAVE

Adding Headers and Footers

To add your own HTML items to an article, BeyondPress lets you create master elements. Master elements can be inserted

into the Content List and used as article meta tags, headers, and footers. This document already contains a new master ele-

ment, “Publication Date”, for the footer.

1 Open Elements Preferences (click Preferences on the Document Content palette, then click Elements in the scroll list

at left).

2 To look at the master element, select Publication Date and click Edit. Master elements can contain HTML tags, text, and

other master elements. Publication Date contains an ALIGN tag to center the text, TT tags to format the text as

“Typewriter Text”, and {Date} to include the Date master element in the Publication Date master element. To close the

Edit Master Element dialog box without making changes, click Cancel.  

3 Click the Article icon to switch to Article Preferences. 

4 Choose Publication Date from the Footer pop-up menu. 

5 Click OK to close Article Preferences.

Note: You can add meta tags to articles the same way you add headers and footers. Meta tags embed information in the

<Head> portion of a Web page. You might use meta tags to store information used for searching your Web site or for build-

ing a table of contents for your pages. 

SAVE

6



B E Y O N D P R E S S E V A L U A T I O N  V E R S I O N

Creating Links

BeyondPress lets you create internal and external links from text and images that are in the Content List. Image maps let

you create multiple external links from the same image. 

To create an internal link:

You can create an internal link from highlighted text or a selected image. In this example, the link source is text.

1 Highlight the “Japanese Imports” subhead on page 34 of the QuarkXPress document.

2 Click Link on the Document Content palette. 

3 In the Link Destination dialog box, click Within Document. 

4 Highlight the “Ceramic Rice Bowls” text in the table on page 35 and click OK. The text is underlined in the document. 

Note: The color of linked text on the Web page is controlled by the Link Color, Active Link Color, and Visited Link Color

settings in Article Preferences. 

To create an external link:

You can create an external link from highlighted text or from a selected image in the document by clicking External Link in

the Link Destination dialog box. You can also create an image map using the Linking tool in the Image Settings dialog box.

In this example, you’ll create an image map. 

1 Select the Global Gifts image in the Content List and click the Modify button next to it. 

2 Select the Linking tool (the last tool in the tool palette at left). If the Linking tool is unavailable, make sure Client Side

or Export is checked in the Image Maps area of Image Preferences.

3 Click and drag to designate the linked area on the image.

4 In the Link Destination dialog box, type the URL “http://www.XChangeUS.com”. Click OK. 

5 Click OK to close Image Settings. 

Note: On the Web page, a border surrounds linked images. The width of the border is controlled by the value in the Border

field in the Image Settings dialog box. The color of the border reflects the Link Color setting in Article Preferences. 

SAVE
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Exporting an Article

Before exporting an article, you’ll want to preview it again to confirm all your formatting. When you’re satisfied with the

preview, you can export the article. 

1 Select the Global Gifts Article in the Content List and click Preview . 

2 Scroll through the preview to check the latest changes including the the background color, the text color, and the header

and footer. Close the preview in the browser and return to QuarkXPress. 

3 Select the Global Gifts Article in the Content List and click Export in the HTML column. 

Note: The file is named with the Article name and a “.html” extension. BeyondPress creates the Global Gifts.html file in

the location you specify in this dialog box. Choose the folder on your desktop that your copy of the Sample Document is

saved in. 

4 Check Open in Browser, then click Save. 

5 Scroll through the Web page in the browser to see the final conversion of the QuarkXPress document.

Ordering BeyondPress

The image map you made from the Global Gifts image links you to the XChange home page where you will find informa-

tion about how to order BeyondPress 2.0. You are now finished with the tutorial. You may want to delete the folder on your

desktop that includes your copy of the Sample Document, the HTML file, and the image files created for this Web page.

BeyondPress 3.0

BeyondPress 3.0 is in the final development phase and will ship in early May. Additional features include: 

 

Authoring Web
Pages: specify colored and tiled backgrounds, choose custom colors for text and links, include headers, footers and meta

tags, export for Windows, MacOS, or UNIX; Precise Text Formatting: use cascading style sheets to incorporate stylized

text for Web Pages, and Adding Multimedia Elements: drag multimedia elements from the Finder and import into

QuarkXPress, BeyondPress lists multimedia images and files from your Web site in a palette for easy reference and re-use,

add java applets, QuickTime movies, Shockwave files, etc.

Copyright
This file and the software described in it are copyrighted to Astrobyte, with all rights reserved. Under copyright laws, this

manual and the software may not be copied, in whole or in part, without prior written consent of Astrobyte. Under the law,

copying includes translating into any other language or format.

This software is based in part on the work of the Independent JPEG Group.

The following statement is required by Quark, Inc.:

Quark, Inc. makes no warranties, either express or implied, regarding the enclosed computer software package, its mer-

chantability or its fitness for any particular purpose. Quark, Inc. disclaims all warranties of including, but not limited to, dis-

tributors and retailers of Quark, Inc. software. Without limiting the foregoing, in no event shall Quark, Inc. be liable for any

special, indirect, incidental or consequential damages in any way relating to the use or arising out of the use of the enclosed

software. Quark, Inc.’s liability shall in no event exceed the total amount of the purchase price/license fee actually paid for

the use of the enclosed software.

Some states do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties and/or the exclusion or limitation of incidental or consequen-

tial damages, so these exclusions and limitations may not apply to particular customers.
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Astrobyte and the Astrobyte logo are registered trademarks of Astrobyte LLC. XTension is a trademark and QuarkXPress is

a registered trademark of Quark, Inc. All other trademarks are the properties of their respective owners.

© 1994–1996 Astrobyte LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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